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ABSTRACT 

The Exploratory Field Experience in Education program 
is a field-based program for those students who indicate that thei 
wish to pursue a professional career in education. The aim of the 
program is to assist the student in making an intelligent career 
choice early in his college years. The program is set for the first 
semester of. the sophomore year. Public school personnel offer their 
classrooms as laboratories for the college courses and serve as 
consultants aS well as team teachers. The students serve as aides in 
the schools for 5 half-days a week. In addition to being in the 
classrooms^ students attend specially designed courses entitled 
"American Education," "Educational Psychology — Human Development, " 
and "Education Workshop." These courses utilize the daily activities 
and experiences the students find in the schools. (Author/JA) 
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Part III Abstract 

The Exploratory Field Experience at Lyndon State College is desipnnd to 
orient the student in the field of elementary-secondary education so that he 
may make an intelUpent career decision early in his collef;e experience* 

This fie.ld-based propram offers the student opportunities to become involved 
in education from kindergarten through grade twelve while concurrently takinp 
introductory education courses at the college* 

The joint coooeration of the Mewport-Derbv. School District and Lyndon State 
College is the key to the success of this exoerience* The public school administration 



and personnel offer their classrooms as l;^bor?»iori es for the collef''? courses and 
serve as consultants as well ns team teachers; the students serve as aides in the 
schools for five half days each week. 

This full semester Drop;ram for sonhomores has been a positive force in 
initiatinp a. similar field-based experience for iuniors in connection with the 
inteorated methodoloqv course, Teachinn Process ^ and ^eading^ foundations. 
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Exploratory Field Experience in Fducntion 
Part t - SiJmnn^ry of the Program 

Recognizinp the need for in early involvement in eduo-^tion for 
prospective teachers^ Lyndon State Collef^e in partnership with the 
Viewport -Derby School Dir^trict initiated in 1972 a field-based nro- 
pram for those students who indicate that they wish to pursue a 
professional career in education* 

The oroorpm, initially funded bv the Vermont Regional Consortium 
involves the first semester of the sonhomore year. E^ch student 
n?!rti ci Dates as a teacher aide at ^^11 levels of elementary and 
secondary education. 

In addition to the classroom experiences, students attend 
specially designed courses entitled American Educati on^ Fducati onal 
Psvcholopv -* Human Development ^ and Edu cation Worksho ps These courses 
utilize the daily activities and experiences in the schools as a 
laboratory. 

The success of this program has been indicated by the assistance 
students have received in arriving at a career decision early in 
their college years and the information it orovides to the collepe 
education department for counseling student candidates for Tdncation 
ffe jors. 



Pnrt II - Comnrehensi ve Explanation and Analysis of the Propram 

"What we have to do to make the education of teachers more pertinent 
is to require field experiences in the sophomore year for them (students) 
to see if thev reallv want to po into teachinp'\ says Mrs. Jean Simoson, 
Vice Chairman of the University of Maine Board of Trustees. 

In the February, 1973 issue of The Co mmon ^ a newspaper published 
monthly by the Wpw Enpland Propram in Teacher Education, Mrs. Simpson 
poes on to state, 'Mn teacher preparation the student and school has no 
wav of findinp out i f he or she really wants to go into teaching until 
after Praduation". 

Lyndon State Collepe in LynHonville, Vermont, in partnership with 
the Newport-Derbv schools is doing something about this oroblem. 

Beginning in the Fall of 1972, all sophomores olanninf! to follow 
the elementary education program have been required to soend one full 
semester in Education 20B - Exploratory Field Experience; secondary 
education majors are invited to parti cioate as well. 

The objectives for this program are: 

1. To assist the student in obtaining the necessary information and 
first hand experience to make an intelligent career decision 
concerning the teaching profession; 

2. To enable the student to make tentative decisions as to which 
level and in what capacity he wishes to gain competency in the 
teaching profession; 

3. To assist the education department in deciding which students 
to accept as majors. 

In this experience the students are required to spend a minimum of 
two weeks at each of the primary, intermediate, and junior high levels. 
Optional choices include kindergarten, high school, and special education 
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ah all levels. E^ch student desiPns the sixteen weeks of the semester 
to suit his own needs and interests* The time is soent in observation 
and as nn aide to the classroom teacher* The students oerform all 
routine tasks, develop teaching mate»'ials, and work with an individual 
or a small qrouD of children under the teacher's ciui dance* 

CollePe courses which ar'e concurrent with this field experience are 
Human Development - EdTJcati onal Psvchologv , Ameri can Edu cati on ^ and 
E ducation Worksho p* 

The above courses have been developed in conjunction with the field 
exoerience and have necessarily varied from the traditional approach* 
Hunan Develppm ent- Educati onal Psy phology is a course which builds on 
the daily experience of college students interacting with elementary- 
secondarv Dupils and capitali7es on the wide ranne of f^rade levels that 
the Lyndon State CollePe student encounters in the field experience. 
This tyoe of exposure and subsequent class sessions afford the teacher 
candidate an experience which is far more stimulatinp than has been 
traditionally afforded bv the textbook aooroach, 

A me r i can Educati on » ^ coijr'^r* which has replaced the traditional 
foundations course found in most collepes, is team taunht in the oublic 
school buildinqs by the college instructor and representatives of the 
local school system. Local school administrators, board members, teachers, 
lawyers, staff personnel, and State Department members act as consultants* 
This exDoses the collej^e students not only to the daily work of the class- 
room teacher but also to the socio-political and administrative asnects 
of education* 

The workshops are ne-^red toward exoosinn the student to the daily 
work of the teacher through experiences in sub iect matter, materials, 
and equipment common to the public school pupiK Through this type of 




i rst-hand approach to school, the student is able to find new dimensions 
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and meanings in the pursuit of his academic collePe propram, and is 
more able to translate these academic experiences into a workable 
school curri culim» 

As a follow UD to this soohomore semester we are now exoeri- 
mentinp with a field-based education program in which juniors are 
in public school classrooms in the Lvndonvi lle-St» tlohnsburv area 
on a renular Tuesday and Thursday morning schedule. The coUePe 
course work in Tea chi np - Process ^ (an inteprated methodolopy course) 

Re-Sdi n^ Foundations is closely related to the classroom exoerience 
in which the juniors develop their own daily and lonp range plans, 
carry out these plans, and evaluate the results. 

Evaluation, both oral and written, has been by administrative 
staff, teachers, students, and college personnel. Chnnpes have been 
and are bei nq made as needs arise. The students unanimously feel 
that the oropram is extremely valuable. Even the one student who 
decided she wanted no further contact with teachi np felt that it was 
a semester well spent. Collepe instructors of the present junior 
education classes often comment on the preater depth of understand! nf? 
and commitment of the members of their classes. 

A positive conclusive evaluation of this program cannot be 
ascertained until the first group of students is graduated and teaching. 

The primary cost of the program is a part of the regular budget of 
the Education Department. 

Additional cost to the colleoe for this program includes aporoxi- 
matelv four hundred dollars ($400.00) travel expense for the college 
suoervisor and seven thousand dollars (S7,000.00) for contractual bus 
service to transport the students. Public school personnel donate their 
O services in exchanPe for the work performed by the student aides. 
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